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SUBURBAN PUNK no.10 13 Portland St., apt.7, Lynn,MA 01902
PUBLISHER AND EDITOR-Al Quint Phone: (61 6-1570 (AL)
PARINER IN CRIME-Andy T.. Ehener (€17) 596-13
CONTRIBUTORS-Chris Haas. Chris Jones, Chuck Treece. Brian Walsby, Paul Tshnsss
CrnstesNoygas', Kathi Whalem, Chrls Lauria and Metal Head
THANKS T0-D.0.A., Black Flag, Graven Image, The Channel, Gubby, Psycho,

The Mob,. GG Allin, Abortion Squad, Pat Landry, The Not, State Of The
Union, Toxic Shock, Curtis, Chris Donnelly, Mike Gitter, Mike Lom-
bardo,, Verbal Assault,, Gerard, Pete Wegele, Andrew Miga, The Reduc-
ers, Vital Interest, Cancerous Growth, Dean Lucas, Siege for trying,
and everyone who wrote to me, traded stuff, etCo..

Bands, please send your material for review and I'll send a fanzine with
the review in it.. Here are our current advertising ratess

FULL PAGE-$18,00 QUARTER PAGE=$6,00

HALF PAGE-$10.00 Prices negotiable in exchange for materials.

Suburban Punk is $1.00 postpaid, by mail..

NOTE: Suburban Punk will most likely be changing its name, tentatively
next issue, to Suburban Voice, I decided to change the name so as
not to be restricted to any one genre of music and enable us to ex-
pand our focus.. The emphasis will be on what we have covered in
the past, primarily punk and hardcore, but expect more diversity in
the future.. Please feel freé to write to me with any suggéstionse.
I'm always open to new ideas..o -Al-

All writing by Al,, except where indicated..e.

The search for a permanent hall goes on. The Boston YMCA looked like
a good spot,. but after one show (DOA), there won't be any more because of
a few people causing problems.. The Paradise may be able to fill the void,
with several shows planned on Saturday and Sunday afternoons this summer,
so don't screw it up! Bands rumored to be coming to Boston include Husker
Du (in June), 7 Seconds, Negative Approach, Scream and Suicidal Tendencies.
Some kids in Western Mass, have started the Western Massachusetts Youth
Alliance and have a few shows already planned at the Greenfield Grange..
July 6 will have Kilroy from Calfornia, Adrenalin OD,. BIU and No Preserva=-
tives. Kilroy wrote to us, looking for a place to play in Boston on July
5, so if anyone has suggestions, please get in touch with me,. In August,
Riistetyt from Finland and Raw Power from Italy will play in WMass, if
they do the proposed tour and will be backed up by Siege and TherOutpa-
tients. For more information, write to the WMYA at 24 Pinebrook Drive,
Egsthampton, MA 01027. In other WMass news, Pajama Slave Dancers are back
together, with-a new singer, Dave, formerly of Da Stupids,

In local band news, the Sorry album, “Imaginary Friend," should be out
anytime frowe Ditto for SSD's "How We Rock." FU's are almost through work=-
ings on their new disc, Cancerous Growth and Psycho both hope to shortly
be going into the studio to work on records. The Proletariat's second
album is also in the works. New local releases include a live Cancerous
Growth cassette, the first Not disc, "What's The Reason,” a 4 song demo
from State Of The Union (formerly Police State)& a WMass tape compilation
called "Thrash Til You Die," including tracks by Siege and Cancerous
Growth. The "Bands That Could Be God" compilation is finally out, with
great tracks by the likes of Outpatients,, Moving Targets, Sorry, Busted
Statues and others... Finally, Gang Green's "Sold Out" EP is out at long
last and it's a limited edition, so move fastl

Terminally Ill have broken up, with singer Yodis moving to Connecti-
cut. Jerry's Kids have found a replacement for Chris Doherty, original
rhythm guitarist Dave Aronson. 6 Feet Under's guitarist has quite

On a sadder note, WMBR's "The Demimonde," Boston's original punk show
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OTHER SCENE

RHODE ISLAND by Chris Jones

This is Chris from Verbal Assault letting you know
about what's goin' on in R.I.. We have a few bands and 2
halls to play at. RI's oldest band, Idle Rich, has stopped
playing for awhile because they want to write some new ma=
terial, take a break (they play every show at the Living
Room) and to find a permanent replacement drummer (for the
past few showa, Doug Sarnest from Vicious Circle has beenm
filling in). - Bass player Mark says this will go on for
"as long as it takese" OCh well, we'll see what happenss
Barrington's Coffee Achievers have called it quita, bass
player Andy citing personality differencess. now
Starting a trio called Youth Enrage. He says the band will
take a more musical and serious approach,. It will definite-
1y be a band to wateh, Newport's Vicious Circle has made
an excellent 9 Song demo tape, It contains some of VC's
best stuff, so be sure to smatch it up. Tom Gorman is the
new bass player for Verbal Assault, leaving me free for
singing and to give a bdetter live show, VK's demo has been
getting a lot of out of state airplay (Kansas, California)
and the band wants to cut another one soon because of their
general dissatisfaction with the tape, (“Our tape fucking
Sucks"-Pete C., guitar) Verbdal Assault will also be on the
upcoming N.Y. compilation, "Paraplegic Party,” due out im
June or July. Up and coming Coat Of Arms have been practi-
cing a lot, I'm told

Also worth mentioning are the ever=popular Positive
Cutlook and a new band called American Red. The Living Room
is an excellent hall that puts on shows about once a month,
School One is the other, with awesome, irregular shows put
on by Andy, who shot a video of some of the RI bands, but
it didn't come out too well. The area's only fanzine is
mine, The Alarms Issue #1 sold out, but #2 is due out
shortly. We also have an excellent skate scene in Newport,
so anyone wanting to skate get in touchl If anyone wants
to get Verbal Assault's demo, Alarm #2, or more info, please
write or c ' .

ris Jones, 20 Bateman Ave, Newport, RI 02840
(Lol) 847-0307

LAST MINUTE NEWS: Todd has left Civil Death because of lack
of practice time. Serg from Vicious Circle is now their re-
placement drummer,

PHILADELPHIA by Chuck Treece

Hello, this is Chuck, the guitar player of HcRad. Well,
the scene is cool. always With Bhows every two weaks or eve
ery weekend, GBH and Toxic Reasons_just played here with
£01 and Cortogion of Conformity, The shows are great and
the hall and the sound system ripss.. As far as new groups,
there are Kremlin Korps and Butcher Brothers, Doth of
these bands shred and are different in the same wayl Krem=
1in Korps are coming out with a 7" 4 song EP and also Flag
0f Democracy are coming out with a 7" ZP called "Love Song"
SP. YDI are back together with a new bassist and there will
be many shows in the future. The Freeze, Heart Attack and
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Le.A+/ORANGE COUNTY by Chris Haas

Presently, L.A. is the land of plenty when it comes %o
punk/hardcore Shows. The most consistent spot ls the Cathay
de Grande, which almost always hae at least 3 shows each
week. They feature many local bands, plus out of towners
such as 7 Seconds, DRI, Sado Nation, Cause For Alarm, etc.
In my opinion, it's not the greatest club in the world, but
beggars can't be choosers. The Olympic Auditorium also has
shows, about once a month, which usually features a big
English band, plus supports. Banda that have played thers
in the past few months includes Discharge, GEH,. Subhumene
(U.K.), UK Subs, and coming supposedly on June 1, The
Zxploited and DOA. This place is pretty cool, but it has
its problems, such as tons of people on the stage screwing
up equipment and making it impossible to see the bands,
Other places putting on shows include Perkins Palace, Star-
1ight Roller Rink,. Circle Ballroom, Roxanne's, Concert Fac-
tory, etCiss

ocal bands are almost too numerous to mention. Some
of the local (Orange County-Long Beach) bands that have been
playing around lately include Plain Wrap (very good band),
Target Of Demand (great Long Beach bands). MIA (formerly from
Las Vegas-second record out soon)s Other local bands who
I have seen lately include Unity, Pledge No Allegiance, Se=
cret Hate, Black Label, etc, etc, etc,- just too many bands
to mention. In addition to the 3 billion bands around here,
there are also many fanzines around, This 1ist includes Ink
Disease, Flipside, Pissed and Proud, Brainstorm, Fight For
Freedom, Red Tape and many others. Anyone interested In
Pissed and Proud send $1.00 to me (postpald) That's it for

ITH

[
Chris Haas,. P.0, Box 5011, Garden Grove, CA 92645
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ATHENS, GREECE by Cristos Vougas
Being a punk here 1s great.. People are not used to See=
ing punks on the road, so when We go out people are afraid
of us, sven if you just wear black clothes. Parents say to
their children, "don't be like them, they are criminals,
they take drugs,” and things like these. There are some
skins, but it's very rare for them to fight with us. There
are a few groups here, Ex-Humans and Chaos Generation, who
are slow and stupid as hell.. Also, Stress, Panx Rommana,
Black Ideals and probably some more with good ideas.. Most
punks here listen to English punk 1ike Exploited, GBH, Parti=
sans and less from the USA, They've only heard the well=
known groups like Dead Kennedys, Black Flag, and a dit of
TSOL, “There aren't any gigse Hopefully, in the future it
will be detter,
(If anyone wants to write to Cristos, here's his address:
Cristos Vougas,. Zinodotou 19, Pangratl 11634, Athens, GREECE)

The Dickies are some of the groups that are playing Philly.
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Ho-hum, t!'sre ain't been loads to write about lately, but i few awesome things have hap-
pened in the past few months. Well, in Narch, ‘ol Metal Head headed on down to The Centrum to
see Judas Prisst and Great White. Great White wicked sucked., I mean, who the fuck would have
‘the balls to do a lame song like "On Your Knees," or butcher the Who's awesome “Substitute.”
These guys try to act go tuff, but thev're wimpoids. The Priest were a treat to my ears after
Great Shit. The stuge set was COLLOSSAL, with.a life-size replica (from the new LP's cover)
at the back of the stage and lazers shootin' through the beast's eyes.. Priest were kinda pol-
ished, but their toons still rock like a mutha- and, veah, Rob still roars out on the Harley for
“Hell Bent For Leather.” Priest are truly Metal Godsa

The real awesome experience, though, happened in April at the Channel. Bein' an open-
minded banger, I decided to check out the Black Flag shows And, whattya know, opening the show
are this incredible bad-ass metal band Nig Heist. Their singer is this dude with long blonde
hair, Mugger-man, whatta presence! Whatta voicel Whatta penisl This dude lets it ALL hang out! BAN G
And tunes like ‘Woman Drivah” and "Love In Your Mouth," Hell,.I hadda run right up front and
flick my trusty lighter. Let me tell 'ya, bangers, these guye are rock 'n roll, Nig-Helst's

album is kinda lacking,. but live- it's an unfuckinforgettable experience.. See 'em next time \I 0 U @
they cruise through your area.

Well,. even though there ain't been many shows, Metal Head's still found semethin' to do. 12
I've been goin' to the movies to see the one flick that any true-blue rock 'n roller has got H EAO 5
to see,. It's called "This Is Spinal Tap.” It's a bogus “rockumentary" about this legendary T

English rock band Spinal Tap and their 1982 tour of the US. Lots of laughsl Like when they
fu lost dackstage on the way from the dressing room out to do the gige Or when Derek

the bass player) can't get outta one of the huge plastic eggs that the band uses for "Rock
‘n Roll Creation.” Or whem no ome shows up for their autograph session at a Chicage record
store. You'll find out all the awful things that happened to their old drummers, Lotsa
tongue waggin' and nifty eye makeup for lead guitarist Nigel Tufmel. You gotta have a place
in yer heart for a bdand that gets second billing to a puppet show. You'll laugh yourself
sick and wanna rock and roll night to "This Is Spinal Tap,” so get off your ase and gee it.

s far as records go, I ain't got too much new stuff, but the new Venom LP, "At War

With Satan,” is worth checkin® out.. One side is the usual hard and fast decibel assualt
You expect from this crew, with my faves bein' "Rip Tide,” and “Aaamaarrghh!i”. The other
side s one song, "At War With Satan,"- 20 fuckin' minutes of pure mayhem, Get it! I heard
they may be comin' to New York this summers The Ratt LP, "Out Of The Cellar,” ain’t all that
original, but it's got some toons that hit home. What I've heard of Scorpions' “Love At
First Sting," sounde kinda lame and I aln't even sure I'm goin' to see them at the Centrum.
Spinal Tap's soundtrack album ain't as much fun without the movie, but & few tunes sound
rockin' comin' thru the speskers, like "Rock 'N Roll Creation," "Tonight I'm Gonna Rock You"
and the old, 1965 "single" of "Gimme Some Money." Ya can't miss it- the cover is all black.
I heard a coupla local tapes, too, Steel Assassin's tape ain't bad- sounds kinda like Judas.
Scorcher's tape is pretty rockin', though.

Upcomin' metal shows include Motley Crue and Ratt at the Orphaum or May 31, Talas at
The Channel on June 15, Scorpions at the Centrum on June 12 and, the one no true banger
should miss, Raven, Anthzax and Steel Agsassin at Salem Theatre on Nay 23.

More reports off the ‘ol rumor mill- Motorhead have a new lineup and a new album comin',
Lemmy's the only ériginal left and they've got 2 new guitarists and former Saxon drummer,
Pete Gill, Daep Purple are supposed to be back together, I've heard, with Ian Gillan, Jon
Lord, Roger Glover, lan Paice and, yes, the one and only Ritchie Blackmore. Last, I also
heard the Joe Perry Project are splittin' and Joe's golng back to Aerosmithitl oOh, yeah,
almost forgot, Spinal Tap may be tourin' soon.. Hot shitll Well, until next time, ROCK ONI!

NIG-HEIST mecrs

MeTaLfteqp:

ohavie; Paul Tohnson



D.0.A. are truly survivors. Starting out in
1977, they've gonme through numerous personnel
changes, put out 2 albums, 2 12° EP's, several
singles and, most recently, a compendium of the

best tracks from the first 2 albume, “Bloodied But
Unbowed.” If you have copies of the first 2 al-
bums (“Something Better Change, " "Hardcore '817),
consider yourself lucky, since they got lousy dis-
tribution on the east coast- you've got a collec-
tor's items D.0.A consists of Josy Shithead (Keigh-
ly),vocals and lead guitar; Wimpy Roy, bmss and vo-
cals; Dave Gregg, rhythm guiter and the latest ad~
dition to the D.OsA. camp, drummer Gregg James, for=
merly of San Francieco's Verbal Abuse.. Former
drummer Dimwit ie now back in Vancouver, the band's
home base, working on solo projects and with other
bands. When one speaks with D,O,A., they detect a
real sense of commitment- & band that backe up its
lyrice with action, be it incessant touring around
the US and overseas or putting out a benefit single
and doing other work for the “Vancouver 5" (see in-
sert for more info about the "5").. D.0.A. back up
their words with an aggressive musical approsch that
has something for everyone- hardcore, old punk, reg-
gae and just plain rock- all put forth, full steam
ahead, taking no prisoners, in their live performan-
ces. This interview was conducted before their
recent Boston gig at the Y,M.Cuh...

SP1 How have you managed to stay together for 6
ears?

Dave: We feel like we're survivors. A lot of our
contemporaries are gone and a lot of great bands
have formed and died in the time we've been goinge
The fact that we've been around that long generally
serves as an insplration because we are pretty ded-
icated. Sometimes it makes you scratch your head
and think ‘What the fuck am I doing?' Most of the
time 1t's a reaffirmation of why we got into it.
SPi I know sometimes I gat the feeling that tho
punk scene's going to die out.

Daver No chance. It's a bona-fide subculture, no
doubt_about 1t.
SPi It's a subculture of idealism, political ldeal-
iem, anyway. It just takes a different form with
each generation and right now {t's taking this form.
Dav. It's the responsibility of each genaration

that comes along to sort of redefine and rastats
where the previous generation fell short. Reck
music started as a rebellion. Elvis Presley in-
spired a whole nation of youth to question their
parents' sexual steraotypes and values. And the
"608 came around amd the things that were baing
done in Vietnam provided the impstus. Things

were pretty quiet there in the '70s...

(photo: Paul

® reaction against corporate music,
though, I think it had more political overtones.
Dave: True.

SBr
Tninge were getting too guiet again.
that American punks are politically apathetic com-
pared to, say, British punks? o

Davet
Los Angeles, the number of people that I've met

that I consider politically aware

my hands.
Detroite you get peopls Who are really thinking.

r
e punk movement started as
In England,

\
Pi Then in '76-'77, th

Then the second punk revival started because
Do you find

Depends on where you are in America.

I can count on
But other places, like Philly, Dayton,

s In Boston, there is sometimes a tendency to

Put down people Who are politically aware...
Dave: I can‘t figure it out.

‘belng alive. You can

SPi What's the latsst on the Vancouver
Joey:
Hannah and Julie Belmas, have pleaded guilty to a
number of charges. 0
evidence against them and they Tigured they'd bet-
ter
get it anyway.

Politics are part of
't separate yourself from it.

The latest is that 2 of the people, Gerry

I think they've got a lot of

start serving the time because they're golng to
T don‘t know if anyone agrees with
that or not, but apparently that's what happened,
so it's just one of those things. From our point
of view, being supporters of them and trying to
help them out, the main point that we all empha-
sized is not to push, particularly, the actions,
but the ideas it brought forth- to get people think=-
ing about what was really important.

SPy What are the differences datween the U.S. and
Canadian judicial systems? .

Joeyr For one thing, they (The 5) were denied a
preliminary hearing, which is pretty unheard of-
that doesn’t happen very often in Canada and almost

never down here. They were denied bail, even thcugh (Cﬂnf.)

e S e TR G
THE_MYSTERY OF THE MISSING D TAPES
This 1o a funny eplsodes Some guy at the

s ls a om
o &tole the origlnal tapes (for the early
albums), At the same time he was being divorced
from hig wife, so hls wife and Dave made a deal.
Daver Ms was holding a shell collection that
his wife wanted and his wife actually Knew whévthe
tapes were. So I made this deal with his wife
1

did wae take blank tapes and tapes of other pro-
Jecta and put ‘em in the DOA boxes and allowsd her
to trade those tapes for her shall collection.
Joeyr So when he opens up thoss tapes, he's going
to get some simply horrible artsc music on the
tapes instead of D.0.A. :

Daver He still hasn't figured it out. He was try=-
Ing to sell the tapes in California and he hasn't
listened to thems.




they had ne oriminal charges against them. Thaey
wers undercut in their:legal funding. The main
dirference is that, because Canada iuat got »
Constitution 3 years agoe, a lot of this stuff is
just being decided. The United State
system 18 Bupposed to be, bdut not always, but
supposed to be independent of the government,,
where. anada's is modeled more on the British

« If the judges overturn something, then
1“3\1“ change the legislation, then they can make
2 .
SPi There's no checks and balances system...
I think there is, but not to as greatan ex=
It's easier to get screwed up,
SP1 How's the "Prea The Five" campaign golng?
oeys It's kind of dwindle There's people that
8tlll support it. There w big flurry of active-
ity all over the place and more people got to know
about it around the world but it‘s been winding down,
but it's still ongoing..
Dave: That's more for D.0.A. Other pssple have
picked up the ball and dons benefits in other pla-
ces in the world bacause of the inspiration that
we gave them through doing the singls (“Burn It
Down"), dut, for us, that projsct is finlshed,.
Joey: We made about 10,000 singles and they're
pretty well all gons.
Dave:r We're still concerned and aware about what's
Zolng on, but it's not our latest releass any mors.
SE1 Who decided what tracks went on "Bloodied"?
Jewy: Dave and I did.
SP1  Wny didn't you put anything from "War On LS5”

on 1t?

Josyr Bacause that's #till in clrculation.

Dave: We don't really look at it like a "greatest

hIts” mlbum, It was put out bacause we were getting

overwhelming requests for those first two albums and

we decided to sort of pare it down to what our live

set consisted of. If we put out a "greatest hits

record, it would have "War,"” "Nazi Training Camp,”

or even "Want Some Bondage” on it,

SP: Do you have new vinyl coming out?

Davesr We have & songs in the can right now and

We're trying to figure out whather to add 6 more

and make it a full-fledged album or release it as

an EP, I think it will probably come out as an

album, 80 we'll bs recording...

Joayr In August, probably.

EFT Do you feel your sound is meving in more of

‘2 mainstream direction?

Joeys We still do fast songs, but we do medium-

paced songe., For it to be interesting to us, lt's

good to do different styles.

it's good we're starting to brameh out.

of ™War On 45" was that you have diffe
1raad:

take a look at some othsr stuff.

WIMPY ROY

(photo: Paul Johnson)

The Vancouver Five

Reprinted from
Open Road
Some know them as the Vancouver

Five, the Squamish Five or, more ofien,
just the Five. They were arrested by a
combat-ready SWAT team on a remote
stretch of highway near Squamish, British
Columbia, Canada on Jan. 20, 1983, and
charged with a series of political bombings
across Canada during the preceeding year.
The bombings included a controversial
power station in B.C., a factory in Toron-
to making parts for the Cruise missile and
three rape film emporiums in the Van-
couver area.

If the authorities are successful in
railroading the Five, then police, judicial
officials and the news media will consider
it open season to employ these tactics on a
larger and more intrusive scale.

Julie Belmas, Gerry Hannah, Ann
Hansen, Doug Stewart and Brent Taylor
are well known to us, and respected by us.
They have long been active in grass roots
work on environmental, native sovereignty
and anti-war and anti-nuke issues.

After pleading not guilty, they are sit-
ting in prison, denied bail, awaiting the
first of a series of four political show trials
set for Sept. 12 and scheduled to take up
to six months. The authorities have no
substantive witnesses against them, but
will submit a mountain of roombug tapes
and transeripts in an effort to prove the
Five belonged to an “‘anarchist-terrorist
cell”” called variously Direct Action and
the Wimmin's Fire Brigade.

® The Five: write to them directly at
Qakalla Prison, Drawer “0”, Bumaby,
B.C. V5H 3N4.

GRAVEN IMAGE

Qs+ Could you give us a short band history?

Graven Image ic from Richmond, Virginia
and have a track, "My World,".on the "We Got
Power” compilation as well as a new 7 track
EP "Kicked Out Of The Scene”, released on
their own Eskimo Records label.. Graven Image
have a stingingly uptempo and energstic thrash
sound, propelled by bassist Britt Ryle and
drummer Joe Boisineau and greatly aided by
shattering guitar work from Nick Smilek. Vo=
calist Dwayne Curd rounds out the band, Their
songs touch on many societal issues thatdre Stgwfuat
both inside and cutside the "sce) One song,
"Nails and Thorne,"” about slagging off Jesus
and religion without really thinking about it,
hes led to some misunderstandinge about the
band’s motivations. The responses in the in-
terview and the statement on the back of the
record should, I think, clear up uny mipaon-
ceptions. The interview was conducted by mail
and Dwayne answered the questiona concerning
the themes of the songde.s

A+ We all'used to skate together.

That's how

We met. We had been wanting to start a band,
but we didn't start practicing until August of
'82, Our music developed and ideas formed;
and as time went on, we found our own style.
We put out a demo tape with Honor Role (™Your
Skull Is My Bowl") from which the "We Got
Power" selection came. A year later, we went
into the studio and recorded the "Kicked Out
0f The Scene" EP, which will hopefully pave
the way for a tour in the summer..

Q&+ Why did you pick the name Graven Image?
Does it have any significance?

At We had several names we were choosing from,
but felt this one best suited the band.

Graven Image is a falsations we're just saying
recognize these falsations.

%I How did you get on the "We Got Power" comp?
At Britt (our bass player) got the address and
sent a copy of the tape. The rest wae up to
em.

Q¢+ Are vou happy with your EP? How many were
pressed?

A1 Yes, wo feel 1t's a true representation of
what our band is about todays. 1000 records
were presseds.

Q1 Is "Double Life" meant to be about people
who Jjust come into the scene as a part-time
thing and cause problems or am I off the mark?



A1 The song is not necessarily about parte
timers who cause problems, Mainly, it is just
about people who escape thelir conformed daytime
routine to become anti-establishment by night.
Actually, to “kick and kick and kill® is pro=
bably not their aim, but rather to level the
8tress of the working day by having a little
fun. Unfertunately, you're probably rights
There are some who are going to cause probe
lems and those who will feel offended by o=
called part-timers. Nevertheless, it was
meant as a fun songu,
Q: "Close Your Eyes" definitely mhows to me,
anyway, how ipnorance is a major societal
probiem. ®hat do vou think can be done to re=
dues ignofance” What do you think causes jt7
A1 “Close Your Eyes” shows to me (Dwayne),
anyway, how ignorance is a major societal
prodlem.. Actually, it is about intelligent
people who, by their own choice, cure a prob-
lem by remaining ignorant of it. The slogan
Ignorance is Strength," from Orwell's ;ggu.
exemplifies how important {gnorance would

o

petitivensas..
ignorant of our
fense mechaniem!

Q¢ "Nails and Thorns” alse has a potent mes-
sage? What kind of reaction have you been get-
ting about this song? Could you please ex-
plain what you're trying to eay through this

So let's not pretend that we are
Pproblems, ae some sort of de-

song?
A1 We've been getting a mixed reaction, There
are people who probably feel Graven Image is &

"Christian” band. Wrongl We are just tired
of seeing all the cars on the highway con-
tinually running over an already dead carcass.
Crucifying again and again seems redundant.
The song is explained on the back cover of the
record, But I would like to add that with all
the talk about "open minds,* it would seem con-
tradictory to close our minds and totally con=
demn Jesus. There are things to learn from the
bible, You can view it merely as a book of
fables, Remember, we are not talking about ore
ganized religion, only a personal basis,

are not even making a statement about his exis-
tence, only letting you know there is something
to learn.

Qi What other ideas are you trying to put
forth through your music?

A1 #e have lots of ideas) we do not want to
stick to one theme, like some bands do.

the feeling to do something totally different
is there, we'll do it

o would ever think that pastoral, picturesque New
Hampshire could spawn a hardcore band? Well, the hard=-
driving, thrashing Abortion Squad proves it out.. Coming
from the sprawling metropolis (I) of Manchester,. Abortiom
Squad have a 22 song cassette, done with their old drummer
that show them to be a potent outfit,. both musically and
lrically. Although they have yet to play Boston, they're
helping to get a small, but slowly growing punk mcene going
up in New Hampshire. We caught up with the Squad after thelir
Manchester gig with GBH.. Abortion Squad are Pat Ltar
vocals), Jos %ba!u, vocals) and Matt (drums),

fit,

How did Abortion Squad form?

4e started around September of '82, with another drum-
mer, John Robarsh, who ias now in the army and he appéars on
that tape. After he left for the army, wa go 't on drums.
Our last major gig before this one was at Clud 777, which is
a disco club, which wasn't major at but it got coverage.
It was more or less a new wave showcase and we happsnad tobe
the hardcore band that played.. Primary Colors and The Daugh=
ters played.

Alr Ughl How did the crowd react to you?
Pat) They were rowdy. We had our own crowd in there cheer=
Tng us on.

Al1 So how big a "scene" do you have in New Hampshire?
Pati This is 1t, you saw it today. It's just starting to

bulld up. It's been like a small contingency of people
into ne

park crew.” There's been bands

What are your future plans?

Q
Ay e are in the process of planning a tour
for the summer. For the future, wa just want

to keep progressing in & positive direction,
We don't want our music to become stale.

8+ What's the scene like in Richmond? I'm
a little curious about White Cross's "Fly
Their Flag." Is that the prevailing senti-
ment in your scene or are there lots of dif-
fering opinions?

A1 That is not the prevailling sentiment,. We
don't get along with the White Cross crowd at
alle In fact, they do not like to do shows
with us anymore. We do not read their lyries
to find thelr statement. Their characters
sum it upe

Q¢ Any closing comments?

At Thanks to anyone who looks beneath the
Surface to find out what is really there.

S e —
ABORTION SQUAD

around- Physical Fits .and The By-Products, who were around
for a couple of years.

Matt: That's these two dudes right here, I had nothing to

do with that at all,

Pati And then we saw the light and formed The Abortion

Squad and it's much better than those other two bands.

Ali What made you pick your name?

Pat: I woke up wone morning with this staunchy e¢rust on my
Fruit of the Looms and I said, right there, Abortion Squad,

as a flock of seagulle flashed by me.

Joer You're sure it wasn't a flock of turtles?

Pat: It was a flock of fetuses, We just picked the name

Sut of nowhere, just for the hell of it just to be shock=

ing ‘cause this is Manchester and they don't know about

shock values.

Joei It's illegal to say abortion on the radios.

Pati They won't say it on the radio, except college stationss
where did you record your tape?
Kevin Tracy Studios. Basically,
clals and Jingles and a few of the local Top 40 cover bands,
but we just contacted them and they seemed enthusisstic.

they do like commer=

Joer . bout recording such an outstanding band.

Fati Get this, I actually saw the sound man tapping his
Toot to "You Nake Me Sick."

Al Are you happy With the way it came out?

Pat: Yeah, pretty much, At the time, we were, but now we

®o back and say, well, "this could have been that..,”
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Y1 How come you don't get along with GG Allin? )
Pati You'd have to ask him that., Actually, he was talking
To us today, I couldn't believe it, Basically, the way I
see it is he can't stand the competition.

ALy Have you thought avout playing Beston?
Pat: No, just the Worcester Gentrum. We see Boston a

To break igto ‘because you can't play it if you're not an SSD
or DYS- that's the way I see it [ 1like the small scenes
because they're more cager to accept a band that may not be
as popular. I'd love to play Besten, myself.

er If they would accept us.

Fatr We don't have a goon squa:iahgx;xrplay?

FSERN | has the tape been gett i

%%;. 36§§ (Univ, of §H;, WJEY, which seems to be pxeyégén
Tt alot lately, Shred on WERS. I've mailed a feps to

in North Carolina. Basically, to college stations. €
haven't hit Rock-101, WGIR yet. That's the big corporate
Station around here which we really love. They refuée to

mention our name, They listed us as "plus one other band
guess you can't say abortion in Manchester. We've bsem

selling it at Innerlight, which is the cool record store in

Manchester and they go through Rough Trade and get a lot of

R00d records,’so the-hell with Strawberries and those stores.

Al+ What bands have influenced you?

Pat) By-Products and Physical Fite. Definitely not GG Al-

i

Andy: Well, he's an inspiration to everyone.
" Originally, it was Sex Pistols, stuff like that, Dead

oys. SSD has had a big influence.

ALl What kind of message are your trying to put smcross?

Patr It's a cliche- think for yourself. Decide for your-

®elf, take a look at your situstion, take a look at things

around you and decide what you want for yourself and dom't

force your beliefs on anybody else. If someone wante to be

into anarchy, let them be into anarchy. Persorally, I am

into personal anarshy.

Alr  Personal anarchy or complete abolition of government?

Pat: Well, complete abolition of government, you can't do

that right away, it would take time. Someday, 1'd like to

Bee a _society where there would be no government in controls

What I see 18 you have to take the basic ideas of Marxism,

socialiem. People working together and then you get decon=

trol of the government along the way. Take the basic ldeas

of all the other governments and de-evolve from theres

Don't you think that mome people would try to take ad-

vantage of othere and it might create & more totalitarlan

situation?

Paty That is a problem, Basically, people have to learn

responsibllity. If people could be more responsible and

mors cool about what they do, I think people could live

together in a more happy situation. Even at punk rock shows,

you get certain people that say 'cmon, let's slam.' d if

you don't want to, they go, 'What are you, a fucking chicken?'

ALy The macho trip

Patr Yean, it's lik I want to do something, I'l1l just

do it. You can be into anarchy, but den't infringe on peo-

ple's basic rights.

(Somenow, the comversation shifts to the size of penis holes)

¥ike G,1 How blg are your penis holes?

Patr _Ask Tesco Veel We are the Meatmen of Manchester.

A I thought GG Allin was the meat man of Manchester.

If he was a real man, d show his penis,

I think he's the second coming of Christ, personally.

How do you spell coming?

C-vmm-m-l-n-gll 1l He makes Tesce Vee \os bt fot Bene.

Basically, look for upcoming covers of “wang Dang,

Sweet Poontang” and we'll be backing up Ozzy Osbourne at

The Centru

i
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Black Flag are a band that needs little introduction.
As you are probably aware, they are constantly refining
their sound and may not appeal to many of the hardcore fol-
lowers. But as they will tell you, they are not going to
lead you around or be your hero. Black Flag are currently
touring America, before heading to Europe. Black Flag ares
Henry Rollins (vocals), Greg Ginn (guifar), Kira Roessler
(bass) and Billy Stevenson ?drums). Thie interview was
done in two parts:

INTERVIEW WITH HENRY AND BILLY:

SP1 Henry, what inspired you to write poetry?

Henry: Well, let's break that down., First off, I don't
consider anything I do as poetry. I‘ve always hated that
word, but that's juet the way I am. It's not even verse-

I just write. I've been writing since I was 16. 1 Just
got the opportunity to do it in public, én broadcasts and
recordings, and I've really gotten into it. And I've been
writing a lot more in like the last year and a half..
Billv: You know what I've noticed about that, In the past
year and a half, the band has been kinda like when a fish
gets trapped in the tide_pool and the water goes out, only
in a public sense, And I saw that channelled into Henry's
poetiy or whatever. It wag how he blew off steam. As for
me and Greg, we spent our hours jamming and learning new
rhythm techniques and new musical techniques. We'd sp
hours and hours just playing and Henry would be off doing
his writing. That was our way of blowing off steam from
all the legal hassles, cause We couldn't do our records
because they had us tied up.

Henry: During that long period of time, I got to expand
my 1ife and try different things, do shows where it
was just me and & microphone on stage. While these guys
were improving their rhythm technique, I was working on my
own thing..

I know that your range hae improved and vou seem to

growl less.
Henry: vou ain't seen nothin' yet!!
SPr Why are your lyrics 80 depressing?
Henry: Because that's the way we or 1 see things. What

a song like "Three Nights" is aboutisadivorce of self,
That's a concept I'm really into. It's like it's just the
splitting of the mind and bodys.
SPi1 Is it true that when you go to record you practice
extensively before you go in to do the actual recording?
Henrys We all dig playing, man, like when I'm not there,
these guys will be jemming anyhow.
Billys It's got to be perfect, man.. When we went in to
record "My War," we spent 5-6 hours a day for the month
hafore nracticine.

Henry: What you're dealing with- it's very blunt that
Black Flag is & real band. A band that can actually play
its instruments, like 2Z Top, & band that can really get
down and play and to do this it takes hours of practice and
hours of work outside of practice as in swimming, running,
pushups, situps, sleep...Otherwise, it's not Black Flag.
Billy i his drums, I am my thing, We are Black Flag and
anything less i less, We're not in it to fuck around,
SEi1 Who chose the drawing for the cover of "My War"?

enry: I chose that because it hit me that this wae the
album cover,

SPi  Speaking of album covers, who chose the one for "Bla-
Bting Concept,” because certain people have referred to it
as gexist or violent towards women.
Billy: First, the whole album was put together 2 years ago.
Henry: The original idea to put that particular Pettidon
Plece on the cover was Bob Carducci‘ss But it's not impor-
tant who's idea it was- it was who drew it. Raymond Petti-

bon is the greates . 1
M%mun_a)_ It's the classic way to stick it inl
Well, by putting that record out, we're doing a public
service,

Henry: Yes, we are a sexist-socio-political band with qua-
sl-Crass-fascistic overtones- with a danceable backbeat

that will kill you if you get too close to it. And we're a
fun band. We're pro-jism, funtime, pro-sex. Personally,

1 am pro-nuclear war. I want to destroy the Earth, cause

it will get rid of everyone. All the mafia, all the ¢lub-
owners, all the neurotic cocaine-sniffing wenches, all the
fucking scumbags. 0 start clean and after the bomb
drops, there will be nothing left but big old roaches, mu.
tants and stuff like thate

SP1 Speaking of drugs, Henry, are you still "straight edge"?
Henry: I'm sure as hell not into cocaine like these promo-
ters in one town we were in, They were like the most neur-
otic cocaine eniffing people. They were going around say-
ing 'hey, hey, hey',,. they were doing their lines and
wasting my time, I don't khow nothing about any straight
edges It's a religion I am not into. I've got one relig-
jon- the Rollins religion. I am the lord of my own church,
I'm the man on the cross, I wroke the book, I am the boss
and T believe, Amens

SP1  And lastly, what do you think of Nig-Heist?

ryr It's obyious that they are the third L.A. band.
The Boors ware the firet, X was the second.The third, of
course,is Nig Helsts
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INTERVIEW W GREG I
SP: What do you think of people who say you've gone heavy
metal?

Greg: That's all the dumb categorizing people like to do.
The way I see ii, Black Flag is just a band, We try not
to fit inte any particular category, mainly because & label
is too restricting.

SPi In the Boston Globe, the review of "My War" sald you
were trying to be Iike Flipper, with a droning bass and
slow torturous guitar limes, but without any eense of humor,
What do yeu think of that accusation?

Greg: Well, I don't think the guy looked bevond his nose.
T certainly have no desire to be like Flipper. And I also
find some of our songe funny in a unique way.

SP1  Elsewhere, someone said that you (Greg) were introdu-
Cing a metal influence into your sound so you could live
out your adolescent desires to be a gultar hero.(I wrote
that in the review of "My War"-AL)

Greg: Well, when I was an adolescent, I didn'i play suit-
ar, so that would be kind of impossidle. When I got into

»

pusic, I was eround 19 end up until theh, I never really
You know, in fact, I like a lot of types
Anything that

followed music.
of music, jazz, classical, not just rock.

F.U.
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just moves me. And the rest of our band is like that,
also, So it's really hard to eay we are this or that,
because there's all kinds of influences musically and
otherwise, with our band.. We listen to such diverse stuff,
People, when they hear something, they like to categorize
it 80 they can say,"oh, they're doing this or that.” we're
Just trying to be ourselves. We're not prejudiced to any
category of muasic,

SPi So you play what Black Flag wants to play, not what
People say you are or expect you toe..

Cregr Yes...
I When's your next record coming out?
Cregr First, we're going to have a spoken word/instrunental

album that has Kira on it (NOTE: Greg played bass on "
War", under the pseudonym Dale Nixon) out first. Then we
have snother album recorded and that's going to come out
shortly after that.

SP1 Of all the bands on SST, why did you decide to tour
Wwith the Meat Puppets?

Gregi Well, we like the Neat Puppets a lot and they just
PUt out a new album, So they wanted to do i3 and we wanted
to do ite

SP1  They sound nothing like youess
Greg: No one sounds like us.

SP1 Their influences are alot different.
of a country influence in some aspects.
Gregs 1 feel like we have a lot in common with them., As
far as the tour, we like to play with them. They play
different all the time.

SPi  On the "Blasting Concept” compilation, why did you ex-
clude some of the later bands and material?

Greg: The album was compiled & long time ago. We hed a
Tot of court and legal problems and we haven't been able
to do stuff. We had a lot of financial problems as a re=-
Bult of that and we paid lawyers and we hadn't been re=
celving meney for records that we should have. So it's
actually a compilation that only goes up to a certain time
period, which is awhile ago, snd maybe we'll do another
one. It exposed the records. e try to keep the old rec-
ords Available because it's not just a trendy kind of music
that we're dealing with. If a record is good, it can have
lasting value and a lot of people get into the old Minute-
men stuff after they find out about them nowe

SP:t How did Kira get in the band?

Gregs Wejust jammed one time, We didn't try out people
or anything like that ‘cause 1 was playing bass. We were
Just working on a lot of stuff because the legal problems
were continuing and wa just used the time to work on a lot
of ideas with our music at home.

SPi Has she gotten a bad remction from your audience be-
cause she's a woman?

Gregr I don't think so. It seems like people have been
=4 opem-minded. I think that people are finding out
more about what Black Flag is abouts

SP1 Have people been open-minded about the changes in the
direction of your sound?

Gregs Mell, we always have changeds There's always cert-
aln people who are against it, but I think we've gotten a
surprisingly good poeitive reaction. It kind of surprised
me, really

They have kind

FU'S T-SHIRTS
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It can't be denied that the D.C. scens is in a tran
sitional stage at the moment, The question now is who will
rise as leaders in the continuation? From all aspects, it
seems that Marginal Man are going to emerge as one of the
few. Following the releage of the excellent "Identity”

EP, which shows the band to incorporate a myriad of influe
ences into their own unique style, Marginal Man now plam
to embark on a cross-country tour this summer.. This ex-
posure should alert the rest of the UsS. to the potential
eri vary promiging cutriy

ently, I spoke wich  foir of Marginal Man's members:
Steve Poleari (vocals), Wike Hanos (druse), Andre Lee. (bass)

Kenny Inouye (guitar). (cunariut Pete Murray wasn't a-
vauable.) The responses I received show a lot of intelli- .
gence and dedication on the band's part- see for yourself,

SPs When did Marginal Man come into being?
Andre: Marginal Man formed in September 5t 62,
‘had the same lineup since..

We 've

SP1  Any significance to the name?
Kenny: Marginal Man is a term used by sociologists to de=

sribe a person who i partially sssimilated into tyo or_
more cultures but fully assimilated into neither.
S01%, this individual 1a alWays on tho boundary betwesn two
contradictory cultures. ;
Regarding your "Identity” EP, why did you choose the

SP1

Title?

Andre; We all mgreed on calling the record "Identity” be-
cause it was a very appropriate way to express how we

feel about the D.C. scene right now., The scene is in lim=

bo for various reasons, but it still means a lot to us..

Anything happening soon in the studio?

eve: We might go into the studio in the fall, but no de=
Tinite plans right now.

SPi ‘fnere are you planning to play on your tour this sum-
ner?

nny+ The tour we are planning this summer should take
us around the country, to Cautnmh and back. We should
be in Boston in late June/early Julyw
SPi’ Do you think Marginal Man's mucj. o8l be_catemorizedd
Stever I don't like classifying our music, If I

Say, it might resemble a melodic power-punk styles
Andres I do not categorize our music because if you clas=
3ify something, "you close yourself in...you limit your
oyuons, you Limit your mind..
5P+ In that cace, Can you naie any bands that have influ=
‘enced you strongly?
Fikes Brian Eno, Paul Revere and The Raiders, Damned, Tan-
gerine Dream,
Kennyt At the present time, my list of favorite bands vmu:ld
Trclude Avengers, D.OvAv, Glash, before "Sandinista," Minor
Threat, Dickies, Germs, Social Distortion, Buzzcocks, Circle
Jerks, Girlschool, Agent Orange, and a ton of other bands
‘that, in the past, were great but at the prosent tine are
mutated into a state beyond recognition. I nearly forgot,

E o
The Adoleseents should be somewhere on
favorites.

Steves Major influences would be my favorites and they are
T.5,0.L, Social Disturﬂ_en, AFent Orange, Adolescents,
Shattered Faith and many me
Andre: My favorite bands are all "R.I.P.ped"s
cacks,. Generation X, Saints, Ninor Threat.
SE1  Any comments on the current D.C. scene?
ke The main problem with the D.C, seene now is lack of
bands. People don't seem to be forming bands, but just be=
coming spectators.
Stever The scene here is growing bigger every show, it
Seems. Thera are just too many people at shows these dny&-
Kennyr thing I've noticed about the scene here and
other cltieu as well is that punk in its own way has be-
come very stald, conservative, and intolerant of other
gneres and lifestyles. As a result, punk, ‘a genre and a
lifestylas that proudly proclaims "no rules” and pridad
itself on qualities like spontaneity and innovation, is
becoming bogged down in stagnation and compleency, not to
mention a disheartening tendency towards elitism
Andre: As I sald before, D.Cs is in limbos. There are &
Tack of bands, a lack of spirit; people's tastes have be=
come very demanding and the list goes ona,
SPi Well, since punk began as a socio-political movement,
can you cite any stances- individually and the group as a
whole?
Kenny: I try to be aware of what's going on around me, to
the point where I can feel secure enough about the sub-
ject to form my own opinion on it. However,.if you want
me to talk about these specific opinions, you'll have to
ask me about them because I'm not inte preaching to
people.

1is% of

Buzz=

The band 28 a whole has no political standing. Bands
o get hung up on politics often become boring and, there=
fore, self-defeating, Individually, however, we all have
strong political ideas,

Kenny, T know you're a student; What about everyone

Stav 1 Right now, I'm not in school, but I work. I'm
thinking about going back to school in the fall,.

Andres I'm a student at the University of Maryland,.
University of Maryland--I alsoc work at the Humane
ety full time.

Iy last question= have you any intentions of "making
Tt mg" or ig Marginal Man just a thing to be invelved in

'is re not “planning” to make 1t big= we just take
everything as it comess

The toughest questionl We deal with things as
they come along and when that comes up, we will deal with
itesemake sgpnse?




ive shows

PSYCH:'tTfN HAIL WARY'S, SPEED ROAR (Chet’s
ot too many stuck this one out, with Paycho playin
;o a practically empty house. It wasn't one :I s.?:ni-.g
eiter nights, but they were fun, nonetheless. It was a-
mazing that the inebriated Psychs still sounded o tight
even though they had some trouble putting a fallen moni-
tor back in place. Ten Hail Marys, from NY, wers very
nolsy garage punk, with a eick sense of humor. Some of
Iheir better tunes were "Lindberg's Baby” and "900 Death
Speed Roar, Bob Gaudreau's (of The Annoysd) new band
Ellyld & combingation of old punk covers ("See Her Tonite,™
Harmony In My Head"), surf tunes and some originels. Con=
sidering this was their first gig, they were bearable. 4
fair night of drunken fun.

U.X. SUBS, FREEZE (Channel)

A very emooth-running show.. The Freeze, augmented by
two former members of Smegma and The Nunz, played
powaring set. This may be their best lineup yet.
treat was spacial guest backup vocalist Bob White.

A dig
Plus is the addition to their set of a klller version of the

Dead Boys' "Ain't Nothin' To Do,"” The latest version of the
U.K. Subs include 43-year old Charlie Harper op vecals, Capt
Scarlet on guitar, original Sube drummer Pete Davies and re-
cent addition Tezz, formerly drummer with Discharge and
bassist with Broken Bones, The Sube layed down & tuneful
blend of British punk that owes more to '77 than to current
hardcore, They did many new, unfamiliar songa, mostly with
a poppish edge to them, as well as old standbys like ~War=
head,® "CID,” “Stranglehold” and “Tomorrow's Girl The
crowd got 2 encores out of 'em, including a powerful version
of "Troops Of Tomorrow.“ Charlie's enthusiasm and stage
moves proves that punk isn't only for kids,

R M., HUSKER DU, KILKENNY CATS
X not-such-a-surprise R.E.M. glg at the Rat, as the
club was totally packed by 10 PM. Kilkenny Cat§ are yet
another good band from Athens, Georgia. Joy Division is the
obvious reference point, with the einger doing his best to
imitate Ian Curtis. But their sound is mesmerizing, draw-
ing the listener into the whirlpool of the drone. Husker
Du didn't get the response they deserved from the REM
crowd, but executed m mpectacular set,. Much of the mater=
ial was from their upcoming “Zen Arcade"” double-LP, includ=
ing & cover of “"Eight Miles High.® Battling the flu, Bob
Mould's voice wasn't really up to par, but he still laid
down quite an array of guitar histéjonicss The new material
takes "Metal Circue” a step furiher, with more of a pop
orientation, but it's pop with chaotic energy, getting
ready to split apart any second,. Maybe "Zen Arcade” will be
their long-deserved braakthrough, R.E,M, did mostly covers
and a few obscure originals, including "Lion Sleeps Tonight,"
"20th Century Man,” "Tighten Up,” and "Paint It Black," all
done in a very unique style. R.E.M, sound better in a club,
than in an arena setting, where they seem lost. R.E.M.'s
pop 18 intimate and an intimate setting is more appropriate.
They must have bummed out half the crowd by not doing all
the "faves” and that made their set all the more likeable.

FREEZE, OUTLETS, PSYCHO, STRANG. dise

The first of what, hopefully will be many all-ages
shows at this club, As CLiff from The Freeze said, it did
have a do-it-yourself feel. Stranglehold, who now have
Chris Doherty, played a decent, if not earth-shaking, set

Statues kept their composure (nothing fazes this band!) and
played a completely hypnotic set, They have a laid-back
stage presence, but their songs, especially "It Brings Me
Back," connect with force, Sorry played yet another great
set that ended with Andy absolutely attacking his drum kit.
Quietly, this guy is one of the best drummers in town
Christmas played, too, but I got tired and left after Sor-
ry's emotionally exhausting set.

WIPZ3S, DOGKATICS VOLCANO SUNS (Rat) X

T only saw wC Bongs by the Suns, buk they seemed as
though they've worked out some bugs since I last saw them
and are well on the way to becoming a really dynaric band.
I really found myself enjoying The Deognatice' set of 60s-
influenced garage rock, Their lyrics are occasionally hil=
ariously pointed and aptly deflate their targets, like on
“Hardcore Rules" ('Ne such thing me reck 'n roll/Only SS
Decontrel,..herdcore ruleg, don’'t be etupid!) or "KIV 0.D
The Dogmatice charge through their material with enthusiasm
and the 0'Halloran brothers' facial expressions are & show
in iteelf. The Wipars' hour and a half set was & virtual
showcasing of Greg Sage’s pultar talents, Sage's gultar
style is unique- dense, murky and lots of vibrato, He's
also become a much more passionate lead singer. The rhy-
thm section uses a minimalist approach, preferring to siay
sudtly in the background, but their presence ia feltw In-
cluded, in addition to crowd-pleasers like "Youth In Ameri-
ca," "Romeo” and "rhen It's Over," was a rather unusual c¢o-
ver of “Shakin' A1l Over”- this is not a song you'd expect
The Wipers to cover. The Wipers' music shows the pain in-
side, be it a feeling of distence(™Window shop for love/
look but don't touch”), despair, Alienation or loneliness,
feelings we all have at one time or another, and tries to
find a way to cope with these feelings.

THE MOB, PSYCHO, OUTPATIENTS (Chet's) by Andy T,

of garage punk, including a spirited cover of s
"I Gotta Getta,” Psycho wailed, performing a new tume,
"Pace The Nation,” Their set got the stage-diving going
quickly, with lots of people helping to sing along to the
all the well-known tunes., The Outlets are back, and with
Gone are the pretentious heavy metal posinge
that made them almost unbearable to watch a few years ago,
and, instead, there's the hard pop sensibility that made
them initimlly such a great band. Part of the ¢redit has
to go to new bassist Joe Mc Cormack (ex-Boys Lifs) snd the
return of original drummer Walter, Dave Barton knows how
to write pop melodies that stick in your head, like "Best
Friends® or “Sheila,” "Knock Me Down" and "Eddie,” the
+wo closing tunes, were frenetic bursts of energy, with
bodies flying every which way, Following that was more
thrashing mayhem with The Freeze, who have been nothing
short of awesome their past few gige. Having two guitars
again mekes a big difference. A cool show...

S! STATUES, SORR
usted ues' get became tnal351;y urgga greak-
hibitlon, with Billy showing how & done,
g:?i§:§ ;:aund and doing some awe-inepiring somersaults off
the metal grating at the back of the dance floor. The

Very seldom do you get to hear two of the nation’'s
most powerful hardcore bands on the same bill. Both The
Mob and Outpatients play hyperactive ash that is in no
way generic or sloppy. While 75% of all hardcore bands are
8lowing down to add heavy metal to their ssund, these 2
bands just shred. The Outpatients came on and proceeded to
play a tight-fisted set of thrash with a hint of heavy met-
al. If you haven't seen WMass's finest, you're losing outs
One of the highlights of the set was "Final Conflict," ded-
lcated to Gerard Cosloy who seems to be friends with svery-
one these days. Next up were Paycho, who were totally
pickled. Still, this was the best set I've ever meen them
do. This bandie definitely overlooked for the wrong rea=
sons, They have a lot of heart onstage, and Joe is a manic
frontman. Finally, The Mob hit the stage. I'm not going
to waste time spreading tons of adjectives to display how
Freat they were, 11 I'm gonna say is that they are the
best 1k tand 1' ever had the pleasure to hear.. They
are so fast, I expected the cops to arrest them for break-
ing the speed limit, #here the hell was evervone? (At
Toxic Reasons- AL) You ¢an redeem vourself If you see them
the next time they are in the area (hopefully, next time
will be an all-ages glg).




GBH, GG ALLIN, ABORTION SQUAD (Casbah, Manchester, NH)

n spite of the bouncers lined up in front of the stage
like the Patriots' front line, this show was still rad.
Abortion Squad opened with a really thrashing set highlighted
by "No Authority No Rules,” and "Pledge Allegiance,” as well
as the ruling "You Make Me Sick” and a rousing, inspiration=
al version of "Rise and Shine.” GG Allin does everything
Iggy Pop did 10 years ago, but there's something pervertedly
endearing about his gross, lewd and crude Btage acts Backed
up by 8 pretty awful band (The Scumfucs), GG encourages peo=
ple to spit on him and abuse him while he barks out fender
love songs 1ike "Cherry Love Affair” and "Give We Some Head,
or positive tunes like "Drink, Fight and Fuck."” Seeing GG

1in for the first time, like your first ejaculation,. is
one of those unforgettable experiences. GBH sounded real-
1y polished,. but their set was energetic, with everyone
singing along with Colin to the choruses. “No Survivers”
made the strongest impression and there were roaring cover
versions of "I Feel Alright"” and the NY Dolls' "Pills.”
GBH have emoothed off some of the rough edges, but they
8till rank as one of the top British punk acts..

CLASH, BLAGKJACKS (Gentrum)
Wowl Johnny Angel and Mike White get to play rockstars.

I think that's what these two Blackjacks have been dreaming
about for years and they didn't forego any opportunity to
ham 1t ups I've got to admit that seeing a band open at The
Centrum with a song called "Motherfucker® brings a smile
and "Dreaming Of Saturday" is a definite working-class an-
thems The Blackjacks' songs have hooks, but their obnox-
iousness on stage diminishes from their sound. All of you
people who think The Clash are past history or were "too
cool* to go missed a good show. Drummer Pate Howard is a
tremendous addition to The Clash and his more reggae-influ-
enced drumming differs & little from past Clash drummers.
New guitarists Vince White and Nick Sheppard can’t quite
cut it like Mick Jones, but they have boundless enthusiasm.
Strummer seems to have re-committed himself and wants

‘to take the band back to its roots, relying heavily on

older material ("White Riot," “Safe European nome,” "Tommy
Gun") and new songs (“"Sex-lad World” and “Are You Ready For
War") that show a return to a simpler, more basic style.
Insisting that “"human beings be treated like human deings,”
after seeing some kids that got on stage to sing handled

to0 roughly, Joe shared the stage with 40-50 people to

sing the last few songs.. How man}[ so-called arena bands
would do that? It gave the show (somewhat) of & hill-glg
feal, Joe went a little overboard with his politicizing

%o the predominantly trendy and unreceiving crowd, but

£ind nothing objectionable about his anti-racist, sexist and
fastist stance. No, it ain't '77 again, and the original
feel of that era may be lost forever, but the Clash have
gone full-circle and i* shows you can return back homes

. MCA

Feet Under, to be perfectly objective, were bad and
that's about all I think I'll write about that. Corrosion
+1 Gonformity, from North Carolina,. are eimply one of the
et ripping thrash bands I've seen in quite awhile. The
singer charges around the stage like a madmans The cover
o1 %Green Manalishi” wae ruling, too. fhe Freeze didn't
Pive one of their better nights, but it may have been be-
N awee half the crowd was on stage most of their sgte Di0uh,
layed a thoroughly enjoyable set. Opening with "Fucked-Up
Binaie” and "The Enemy,” D.O.A. played well over an houry
and 1% never got boring. Wimpy's doing some more vocals and
o still convincingly belts out "Signin’ In The Rain'. MNew
Songs include "Goneral Strike” and "Control You
oven a rousing cover of the old Canadian standard,
Save 0f Businese” and an mppropriate accapella singalong of
C2yA", The crowd was kind of lame (lote of drunken poseurs)
but DiOsAs ‘G tremendous set made me forget about 1te

Paul Johngson

BLACK FLAG, MEAT PUPFETS, NIG=HEIST (Channel)

There were & 10t of people taking in their annual hard-
core gig and you could tell it by the reaction they gave
Nig-Heist, one of the most side-6plitting bands to ever take
a stage. Led by Black Flag roadie Wugger, they came on in
various stages of undress. #nd a lot of people were pissed
off by Mugger in his David Lee Roth wig, hiding his real crew-
cut, and the blatant sexism and lewdne: ¢ lyrics,

There are two jokes at work heras.. The obvious one is the
vicious heavy metal satire style that Nig-Helst play and the
second is the people in the crowd too ignorant to get the
joke. These kids, who shaved their heeds yesterday, are yel-
1ing at Mugger because he doesn't have the right "image.”
Meat Puppete followed with a semi-interesting set of punk-
country and art-influenced speedrock. Someone commented they
sounded like Alvin Lee on some songs. 1 can't say I was
blown away by them, but it was different and challenging.
Black Flag were what I expected and I thought their set was
really hot. Opening with a long instrumental, Henry, in as
great shape as ever, appeared to an appreciative response
and went right into "Nervous Breakdown." Few other old songe
were played ("6 Pack,” "Loule Loule,” "Jealous Again®), the
set, instead, being mainly songe from "My War” and a few new
ones ("Black Coffes” was one title). Henry still has the

=

most imposing, realistic ctage presence of any vocalist I've

Pavl Tohnson

seen, His emotional range is wide and you feel the pain he
feels grabbing at him and tearing him apart, especially on
tunes Iike "3 Nights" and “Nothing Left Inside.” Black
Flag don't pander to the audience's expectations. Instead,
they always challenge their audience with something mew, and
it's a challenge well-worth taking.

STRANGLEHOLD, THE NOT, STATE OF THE UNION (Cavan Cafe, Hyde
Park)

Well, ya see, I got lost coming down, 8o we missed most
of State's set, but what I did see was really potent and
aggressive- which made me feel 1ike a mohmuck for getting
loste The Not were alse ripping,. plowing through a highe
charged set that included a cover of "Janie Jones." This
gig was a record release party for The Not's new EP, "What's
The Reason.” (Get itl) Stranglehold were pretty goode Jim=
my - just sings now, and doesn't seem as comfortable not
pldying guitar. Chris is playing a stronger role in the
band. Some local assholes tried to start a fight during
the set, but it moved outside quickly, Yeah, 1'd say it
wae worth getting lost to make it to the gigs.s

NEATS, PROLETARIAT, SSD, BLACKJACKS (Channel

A party for Boston Rock's 50th issue that brought to-
gether some really diiferent bands, The Blackjacks are OK
if you close your eyes and just listen and don't wateh
their stage antics.” Rock star cityl SSD played their first
local gig in a long time, and played mainly new material
that takes their sound in much more of a metal direction..
The new songs seemed tedious, not really making much of an
1mpx:ussian. SSD are still powerful, but, right now, I
don‘t think it stands up to their old material. I want a
few more listens, though. The Proletariat had sort of an
off-day, but the second half of the set was pretty hot..
The Proles did more new stuff, one favorite being "Indif=
ference” as well as an AWESONME version of "Mississippi




Queen, " while Frank fixed his guitar. Half the crowd left
after thelr Set.. Whatsa matter? Aren't the Neats "hard=
core” enough? Well, fuck 'em, they missed a strong Bet.

The Neats seem to have moved towards a more powerful sound.
The intricate weaving guitar textures are still there, but
it's a more furious sound, They‘'ve also added a unique
reworking of Creedence Clearwater's "Fortunate Son.” I like
shows like this that combine bands with different styles=

t shows how narrow-minded some fans are- I know,.if it ain't
loud and fast, 1t's no good, Tight? Wrongtt

SUBHUMANS, MDC, DICKS, RED SCARE, TOURISTS, NEW
ic_Audjtorium, L.A,) by Chris
Unfortunately, I misse egime,. The Tourists played

oW
and seemed just mediocre, nothing tgo exciting. Red Scare,
¥ho have a girl singer, were pretty much a disappointment=
the music lacked power and so did the band. The Dicks played
8 mighty fine set, Gary (vocalist) was absolutely insane

on stage, They played many songs off the album and new sin=
gles They're a fun band to watch.. MDC, in my opinion, are
one of the best bands around anywhere.. They played a total-
1y excellent set, perhaps the best I've ever seen from thems
efore each song, Dave would read the lyrics slowly and talk
about them. Faves were “Radioactive Chocloate,” "I Remember,’
"John Wayne", and “Multi-Death Corporation.” After a quick
stage change, The Subhumans came on and played a hot set.

Sixth Int'l, LP
easons’ second album
shows a move towards a more
mainstream punk'sound, but it's
still got-lots of bites
Reasons wear théir personal and
political viewpointe on their
sleeve and the lyrice certainly

E meke a statement, whether you
agree or not, Songs like "De-
stoyer, " "Powercrazed,” and "No

f Pity” are tight-fisted thrashers,

| while "Stuck In A Rut” shows a

more melodic sensidility. “Break

The Bank” and "Revolution?" are

slower and have hooks, but the

message certainly doesn't pull

3 any punches.("I've lost my pride

in my country/because of its wrath, it's tyranny/Big busi-

ness rules the way/the 1little man doesn't get his say"-Breal

The Bank). Even the thrash songs have melodys This is

their 7irét release without yocallst Ed Pittman and while

By Remote Contro
ToX.

fool

er of his vocals hasn't been replaced, the band
ch a musical progression forward that it makes up for

the loss. Some may be turned off by Toxic Reasons' out=
spokenness or unwillingness to stick only to a thrash sound,
but that's their problem. "Kill By Remote Control” is a
superb effort by a really good band that tends to be overs
Tookeds (Sixth International ¢/o Rough Trade, 326 Sixth St.,
San Francisco, CA 94103)

2-hat's The Rogeon (ot Recorde, EP)
ALE Ngemzmber Tiow exciting the early Jem records wera, with

e "% abrasive, yet melodic guitar style and a tight,
:::ir:;}ﬂg‘e:hythm gection? Well, The Not ha!n:{t forgotten
and they've successfully incorporated these influences into
their own sound on their vinyl debuts "What's The Reason's
€ songe are bright, poppish, mainly uptemps ravers, delivered
with a brash enthusiaem. Picking out favorite tracks fe im-
possible, because each one has gomething to recommend t;
"New Rules OK" has @n incredibly catchy chorus, as does "In
Trouble” and "Action Man." "World War” is slower and .d!‘ﬂm

They played for a long time and came back for 2 encorei
The better songs were "Don't Wanna Die, " "Work, Rest.
and “"Nickey Mouse Is Dead." I was distracted, however, by
2 bunch of lame fights going on. I saw many people get
teaten up for peacefully trying to break up a fight. It
was pretty bad to see...

FU'S, DOGMATICS, CHAIN LINK FENCE (Paradise)

ell, I'm glad to see that at least one of the original
Boston HC bande still plays thrash. The FU's played a rip=
ping cembination of old and new tunes in front of & rather
small crowd. New songe include the thrashing “Rock The Na=
tion," "Licking My Boot," and "Walking Tall.” They even
dusted off "Preskool Dropouts,” which I haven't seen them
do for a long time, and "Rock 'N Roll Mutha."” And Sox and
Furapples were ever the fashion plates in their Journey
shirts. CLF opened the show with a pretty decent set of
nurky garage rock that seems to fall somewhere in between
The Outlets and old Neighborhoods. There's really nothing
terribly unique about them, but their set was listenables
The Dogmatice were their usual obnoxious selves and they
played another really hot set of their 50s-60s styled rock.
Another decent Paradise gig and let's hope they continuee

out, but there's a strong instrumental portion.. It's the
music that really makes this disc go,. though, with Tommy
Lamont’s Jam-stuled guitar, the aggressively blunt and chop-
Py drumming of Rob Wallace and Peter Patino's rumbling bass,
backing up Tommy's flat, yet expressive vocals, The vocal
harmonfzing on the choruses is also a big plus, Tommy said
the next disc will be better.” Well, Tom, this ain't such

& shabby starting pointe (Gox 294, Cambeidye, mA 02232)

Te=Vio Pacification (D P

Fore rip-roaring thrash from this
bunch and superior production from their
“Violent Pacification” starts off
in typical D.R.I. style, with a 360 beat
per-minute fury, then slows down consid-
erably, with a bridge that extends the
song to the previously unheard-of length

(for this band) of near 3 minutes. The
:tha;-.J :mk: uIe re;l;lii.n-nhargsd
“R@iThE Around® ant -Gouch Blewe G e e

A a

Fiding from socletys.

has abstract lyrics, but seem to be

:::;‘lt B‘hte:p;iilg ID e’t:ma ‘t;! terms with yourself and making
ges, Rad lyric sheet illustration, £0o.

#130; San Frenclaco, ‘GA skios) oo To0v (340 16w St.,

GRAVEN IMAGE-Kicked Qut Of The Scene (Eskimo, EP)

Graven Image, who had a ripping track on the "We Got
Power" compilation, have unleashed a tight, aggressive and
over-the-top 7 song EP that thrashes in a vein not unsimi-
lar to Cause For Alarm, Joe Boisineau's drumming, especial-
1y, propele the band's fast and furious sound, but the gui=
tar and bass playing are excellent in their own right..
Graven Image's songwriting is perhaps the most impressive
element. “Close Your Eyss" concerns how people build up &
curtain of ignerance by shutting out problems or unpleas-

“Close your eyes/ignorance is strength, can't you
"Shrink" hae a hard rock feel to it, "Nails and
Thomns" has the strongest message. Graven Image feel that
some people in the scene denounce God and Jesus because
they think 1%'s *hardcore” and the trendy thing to do
811 the while not really thinking it over and letting others
maks the decision for thems. The theme of the Bong i8 "de-
cide for yourself,” A really potent debut from a

band I
hope we'll hear much
m:d. Sid s ch more frome (7401 Kirkwall Drive, Rich-

“To

STATE OF THE UNION (ta
new tunes from this band, formerly Police State, that

showe a sharpening of their old sound and a progression for-
ward, The musicianship is especially impressive, with a
jangly guitar style that mlternates between a ringing sound
and sharp, rhythmic downstrokes and an interactive rhvthm
section that provides a propulsive undercurrent. "Day by
Day” and "In The Gutter" have a gutsy, anthemic quality, the
latter track, at times, featuring a nice cutting reggae=
influenced rhﬁhm guitar sounds * You Free" has a complex
pop melodys "It Only Takes Two" starts with a minimalist
guitar passage before avolving into a catchy anti-war song
that takes disarmament on a personal levels This band has
a knack for writing intricate melodies with lyrics on a sen-

individual level.. Get this one quick! ($1.00 to

Stes Arlington, MA 02174)




o AND SC Se] Bleo
t's face 1t folks, GG Allin 15 & trus spokesman for

our generation, one of the few truly depraved rock ‘n roll
heroes and real men left. Side one of this LP was already
released as a previous EP, but, heck, you'll want to hear
such already legendary classice as "Hard Candy Cock" and
"Drink Fight and Fuck” again., The other side has all new
Allin anthems, perfect for family get-togethers, with titles
like “Fuckin' The Dog," "Cock On The Loote,” and "Blow
Jobs.” There's also an awesome live segment, recorded in
NY, where GG bids a tender farewell to the audience by te.
ling ‘em, "I hope vou all get killed going home, tonight."
Dick Urine‘s “production” is, uh, let's say unigue.. The
hand-drawn cover- no company would allegedly print it~ is
hard to beat (snickert)s Keep it c ng,. GG

(P.0, Box 54, Hooksett, NH 03106)

VARIOUS ARTISTS-Barricaded Suspe Toxic Shock, LP

pretty decent compilation album that covers a wide
Sound quality varies, but

t of choice material. Vision/Decay, origine-
ally from North Carolina and now based in California, make
the strongest impression, Their “Ineomhia” has hintings of
The Wipers, Mission Of Burma and old Limbo Race,. backed by
a light-handed surf beat, resulting in a refreshingly origi-
nal sound., I want to hear more by this bande Human Ther-
apy's "No Kore" has an innovative punk and post-punk influ-
ence over a driving dance beat. Pushead's band, Septic
Death, have a live track, "Eye Missing," that makes up in
thrashability what it lacks in sound quality.. Nad Parade
have an aggressive, garagey sound, again, with a surf/skate
backbeat and strong lyrics., WMass's B.I.U. make a decent
showing with "System Addiction.” The Dull's "I Hate The
Yotorcyclist™ is a enappy and hilarious anti-biker anthem.
Peace Corpse favor a doomy sound on "Breach Birth Generae
tion" and stream of consciousness lyrics,that, ae far as I
can tell, deal with mass consumption. This album exposes
2

al with
a lot of ‘buddinE talent from all over the continent..
($5.00 to Box 242, Pomona, CA 91769)

GANG GREEN-Sold Out (Taang, 45

Well, here it is at last, the long awaited Gang Green
single, from & tape they did pack in ‘B2, This is the band
that invented the word "shred,” "Sold Out" makes fun of
the arena circuit, with its mock hard rock intro, careening
into Gang Green's trademark blazing thrash. "Terrorize" is
a complete speedrock assault and there's a "dubbed” version
of "Sold Out” called "Taang Dub" that closes the disc out,
Once these are gone, that's it, so get ahold of one quickly.
Kore proof positive that Gang Green are simply one of the
most awesome thrash bands this planet ever saw. ($3.00 to
8k Oak Street, Weston, MA 02193)

YARIOUS ARTISTS-Welcome To 1984 (Maximum Rock ‘N R LP

The second conpllation alvum put oul by Faxigun Kook N
Roll is a little uneven, but strong overall and a convenlent
Way to hear herdcore and punk bands from all over the world.

. ot Kadet have a powerful spesdrock sound.. UBR
?iﬁia?ﬁgiaf:m are also very vicious sounding on their short
cut. My favorite track, though, comes from Italy's Raw Power,
with a vocalist who shrieks like he's tearing his tonsils
out and a razor-sharp thrash barrage. Can't wait for them
to come this summer. Other decent tracks are by Prites Mod-
erne (Holland),. Rattus (Finland), Bristles (Sweden) and In-
Simeo (Germany). France's Kivnap favor a poppy,. Brit-styled
gound,. whils Depression (Australia) are alao Biitish-sound-
ngn but with more power. The USA'is represented by the
PEteal thrash sound of NOPA and Crucifucks' "Annual Report,
wi%h its clever lyrics and loony, hyper vocals.. Nost of the

aic ie standerd thrash and the lyrieal content shows a de-
o6 of sameness. Still, thie LP proves that punk is, in=
§%od, an international phenomenoms (P.0. Box 288, Berkeley,

CA 94701)

00k, demo_ta]
averhill, seem to be tr¥y-
These

YLTAL INTEREST-Hey, What Are Y

Vital Interest, a trio from
ing to forge out their own musical territory. F
short compositions vary from noley “art-damage” ("Nome 05)
The Road") to militaristic reggae inflections (“War Bonds")e
The tave is basement quality and the material occasionally
gets nolsy and/or grating. Vital Interest need to sharpen
their approach a 1ittle bit, ($2.50 to Mike Cummings, 10
Pond St., Haverhill, MA 01830)

LANCEROUS GROWTH-Live At CBGB's (cassette)

Decent quality live recording of Cancerous Growth, re=
corded off the sound board at the famed NY clubs Mike
Sores’ anery vocals sound convincing and the charging mu=
sical attack has gotten much tighter.. “Stupid People” and
"Had Enough/Corporation Vegetable” bath shred and there's
a butchering of Blondie's "One Way Or Another” (here, titled
"Blondie")s Overall, a good effort from a band that, up to
now, has been unjustifiably overlooked on the local scenes
($2.50 to 26 Eugene Rd., Burlingtom, WA 01803)

MC RAD-Dominant Force (Red, EP)

WcRad, a skate band from Philadelphia, have a decent
debut disc, here. The first side is straight ahead thrash,
featuring a fairly streamlined sound., Standoute are "Sun-
dial," which is about being trapped in the 9-5 rut, and
“Dominant Force," which it's brief, charged reggae break..
Side 2 is a complete turnaround, with 2, longer reggae come
positions. "No Guns" is the better of the two, with a high=
@nergy rock-reggae sound that'll get ya skankin®. *“Forget
Those Years" is somewhat lacking, but there's a cool "toaste
ing" about skateboarding.. The lvrics show a social cone
sciousness, which isn't surprising considereing that Philly's
scene has a reputation of people who get involved and thinke

(810 Longfield Rd., Philadeiphia, PA 19118)

CIVIL DISSIDENT-Fourth Rate American Thrash (tape)
e (ta)

PERDITION-A Positive Alternative To T;{f re (tape) .
BT Australia,  Givis bisciient. wno

ﬁ%ﬁ(ghﬁfiﬂf*‘ﬂg al i ivil Dissid

[ Tt 2y

I like the best, features a very
raw British-style thrash sound,
with some American influences.
The gruff vocalist, at times,
sounds like he swallowed sand-
Some of the better tracks
"The Buck Stope Here,"” “Civil
edience,” and “Bxhibit A-An
20 Trip,” which is about man's
obsesgion with his car, complete
with hilarious car noises by the
singer, Perdition faver a more
traditional British punk approach
with mainly medium-tempo material,
but the mentality certainly is

“Rignt To
We Have A Future,” and
"Stick To Your Guns”
Thanks to Dean for
Expect
0 hear more about Australia's
2 :flourdishing punk scene in future
issues, proving that there is more down under than Men At
Work, (Civil Dissident-Box 313, Clancy Rd., Mt, Evelyn,
Victoria, AUSTRALIA 37961 Perdition-no address)

K very original-sounding & song 7" from Windsor, On=
tirio's Tlesh Columns, The mid-tempo "Where Did They Go"
(about Vietnam veterans) features, as all the tracks do,

a razor-like guitar sound, here with guitar phasing on the
chorus and a psychedelic-style solo. The poppy “Muammar
Khadafi" takes a satirical angle-"Muammar Khadafi, he's our
man/If he can't get Reagan, John Hinckley can." "Time‘s Up"
is 3rit-styled punk with another psychedelic lead.. "Ban
Mestle's Products" is obvious in its message. Flesh Col-
umns' muslc isn't heavyrhanded, but the lyrics exhibit
poignancy. Another excellent disc from Touch and Go..

(Box 716, Maumee, ON

VERBAL ASSAULT (demo ;aggE
Verbal Assault's musical punch is sometimes a little

sloppy on this 9 song tape, but it's a case where the
message makes up for the medium in a huge measure- the
lyrics are really probing. “We Love Girls” stares down the
sexism in the scene and in society as a whole="If this
country is so free/How come girls are paid less than me.”
It's also the most shredding track, musically. "Verbal Ase
sault,” and "Viclous Hipples® also rip and "Poland Crisis®
shows insight into that critical situation. A little shar=
pening musically and this band will really be worth watche
inge In the meantime, this tape provides a worthwhile ine
troduction ($2 to 20 Bateman Ave., Newport, RI 02840}

Fight,." "Do
the defiant
stand out..
8ending me these tapess



VARIOUS ARTISTS-Bande That C Gog (C
3 dj obeat, LP
Well, nmow's your chance to hear all those bends that
“know-1tealll writers like yours truly have been gushing a-
bout.. This is the vinyl debut for many of these bands and it
proves, a8 is mentioned in the liner notes, that SSD, The
Neats and Proletarimt aren't "the only game in towm. The
g-dly;defun:t Moving Targets have 3 furious thrashers that
eacno be tied down to any classification.. Each song has a
complex musical arrangement and free-form musicianship, yet
an incredivle degree of tightness and melodicism.
f:ur Mind" is the standout, a perfect marriage of thrashabile
y and hooks, Sorrv's two tracks, the galloping "My Word”
8how why they've emerged as one of Bos=

!Ilua is represented by The Outpatients, whose charging '
Fight,* long one of their bast Live tunos . aod "Light Blue”
have finally besn committed to vinyl,. as well as the now-
defunct Deep Wound. Deep Wound's "Time To Stand” is ona of
the better songs I've heard by them, a slower than usual
track that's better than anything on their EP, Busted Stat-
ues are another underrated band and while "Blue Cheer" isn't
one of their better tunes, "Nautical” typifies thair hypnotic,
melodious sound, Two other worthwhile tracks are Salem 66's
art-minimalist “"Sleep On Flowers™ and Beanbag's riotous
Harassment,” which has a synthesizer-based sound, but uses
them to an advantage underneath the humor of the lyrics, The
Flies' track really doesn't properly represent themy it's
mot as good as their tapes I've heard and Christmas'
don't really do much for me, either. Still,
dance of really strong material and the title of the album
definitely pertains to many of these bands.. ($5.00 to Gerard
Cosley, 9 Jeffrey Rd,, Wayland, MA O0L?778)

MINOR THREAT (Dischord, EP) by Andy T.

The folks at Dischord have decided to release the debut
EP and "In My Eyes” EP by Minor Threat as one 12" disc, with
each EP making up one side. These songs have been remixed
and the sound quality is better. If you didn't have a chance
to get them before, now's your chance to own these now-legen-
dary tunes like "In Ny Eyes," "Straight Edge,” "Guilty Of
Being White" and the original "Out Of Step." The best thing
of all is the large lyric sheet complete with pictures, The
record is available in 3} different colored jackets (red, blue,
and gray) and it's great that Dischord decided to reissue
these long out of print EP's, ($4,00 to 3819 Beecher St. N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20007)

MARGINAL um-;iﬂ:n_\[ (Dj, g;hg:gl EP,
Warginal Man take the seemingly constrictive boundaries

T
of punk/glrdcura and expand them out to the limit. In fact,
trying to label their music is to do it an injustice. Hard-
core is clearly the touchstone, but there's lots of varfety
on this disc. Some songs start with innovative intros, such
as the gloomy start to “Fallen Pleces” and"Nental Pictures
or the haunting and pretty guitar passage on “Identity.
“Priend” has m superb pop feel, “Marginal Men” starte with
a passage dominated by fluld guitar work, then kicks forward
into an mgeressivé; chugging beat. “Torn Apart,” with its
tortured vocals, makes you feel like the singer is deing torn
apart. Mike Vanos has a very distinctive, ekewered growl

and the songwriting is strong. The playing, as hinted at,

is fluid, dynamic and highly original., Another sure winner
from Dischord. ($4.00 to 3819 Beecher St. N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20007)

THE REDUCERS (Rave On, LP)

The Reducers are a feisty L piece from southern Con=
necticut who have been bashing out their brand of pop for
more than a few years. This {s their first full-length
album, after having released a moderately successful single,
"Out of Step”/"No Ambition” in 1982. Both tracks are remixed
for this disc and they're also the best cuts. "Out Of Step”
is a charging blend of raucous punk and pop, with an old
punk feel. "No Ambition" resembles early Stiff Little Pin=
gers. Other decent cuts include “"Information Overload,”
with a Rezillos-like spirit and the glistening power pop
of "Corporate Man" and "All About You." Some of the material
is sub-par (like the rockabillyish “Black Plastic Shoes"),
but the good stuff outweighs the mediocre. The Reducers
aren't exactly the most original band around, but some of
these songs sound really good coming through the speakers.
(Box 1388, New London, CT 06320)

AWOL- (demo_tapa)

Hailing from lershey, PA, AWOL's songs are mostly mid-
tempo punk bashers with aggressive, metallic guitar playing
trat really shines through and very gruff vocals in the
mold of Springa. The poweful "War Hero” and ~Work Sucks,”
which starts with shattering guitar work, stand outs.. Songs
2re 7ostly about hating work, school and feeling alienated,
with some anti-Reagan and anti-war sentiments thrown
Production is middling and the writing is somewhat uncrea-
tive, but the tapes only $1 for 15 songs and AWOL furious-
ly plow through their material 1ike they mean businees,
($1.00 to 85 Brook Drive,. Hershey, PA 17033)
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