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““Rock Against Hunger’’
Helps Local Reszdents gets

By .‘.loseph A. Sorrentino

We may not like to ad-
mit it, but there are a

These people need
importantly,
need food. While many of

us wonder what to do, two =

have done something, Tim}
Dunn, 25, and Chuck!
Meehan, 22, have begun
Rock Against Hunger, a
non-profit organization
which raises money and
food for the n eedy.
Rock Against Hunger
started in October, 1984
and has
approximately one dozen
rock shows whose purpose
is to help the hungry. Ad-
mission to. the shows is

| people are asked to bring
one non-perishable food
item to the concert. Ac-
cording to Dunn, the
response has been good

and the majority of people
do bring at least one item.

Lately, some friendl

who can bring the largest
iterm. All of the food col-
lected is donated to the
University City Hospitali-
ty Coalition, a group
which prepares meals for
the needy three nights
each week.

The concerts promoted
by Rock Against Hung
are hardly what one would
call top-40 pop music. The
bands" fetured play loud,

by such names as ‘‘Moref
|Friends,’* *‘Ruin'" and

people attending the con-

moters insist that n

iy T

number of needy people in ﬂ
the University City area._

clothing and shelter; more £
they also 3

since, stagedj

low (generally 34) and}

competition has begung
between patrons to seef

aggressive_music and 20

“‘Homo Picnic.’ But the|

certs are orderly. The pro-

oy :

h

University City resldemqumk Against Hunger orgamzers Chuck Meehan (left) and Tim Dunn (might) pre-

sent UCHC

alcohol be served or
forought in and the shows
end by midnight, allowing
toeople, ﬁpemally younger}
ones, to arrive’ home at a
reasonable hour. .

| Currently, . there are]
concerts at B:00 every
|Saturday- night at Abe’s
Steaks, 20 South 40th
(near Market St.), which,
promote local talent. The

hall at Abe's holds about

collected . pays for the|
band, the hall rental fee|
land the lighting. Rock]
Against Hunger has also
put on larger shows at
Houston Hall and at the)
Community Education
Ceute:.,%Those shows
'seneram feature ~ bands
which bhave a larger

attract lafger crowds. The
money collected at such
shows hasbeen donated to

OxFam f America, a
Boston-based  group  in-

olved with sending sup-}
plies to Ethiopia. Concerts
have also been staged for.
¢ benefit of the Com-
munity Education Center.
Perhaps one of the most
Aintriguing things about the
lorganizers of Rock
IAgainst Hunger is that

money from the concerts, |

needy at local concerts. They also do

200 people and the moneyf.

=

tresources. Rather

J

followifig- and therefore}

they do not receive any|

yet are not employed full
time, earning money from/
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ntrihutions. THE SQUILT cowvm, &

arious ‘odd JOb’S. But
Dunn does not want to be
considered a philan-
| thropist. He insists he and
Meehan promote the con-
certs because of their
mutual love of the music
perhaps to give punks a
[petter image. If their in-
terest .in music can be
made to help others, then
ithat makes it even better,
ey say.

Dunn has some definite
ideas about what needs to |
be done in University Cit}r
to help people. In addition
o raising food and
oney, he says groups
ineed to pool their
than
having a number of
groups working separate-
ly, a coalition is needed to
make a concerted effort to
aid the poor. This coali-
tion. he believes, should

¢ together church and
non—c erical groups.

In spite of their desire
not to be labeled philan-
fthropists, the organizers
lof Rock Against Hunger
thave helped many people
in University City, and
bheir efforts have created a

G\QIMD—SIMFC&S foundy
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ef Rk For Y ohes of 5oac1

community atmosphere in
khe area. Whether they:
call themselves philan-
jthropists or just two
fyoung men who use their
flove of music to help
others really does not mat-
ter. Their deeds speak for-

them,
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